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TUESDAY, MARCH 17 1:00 – 2:15 PM

Master Plan = Manpower 
So, you want to make the case for maintenance 
support? Come to this session to learn about 
how the South Middleton Township parks and 
recreation professionals worked together to 
make the case to get the help they need for 
township parks and recreation facility mainte-
nance. Hear first-hand from a township elected 
official on why maintenance matters and is 
worth investing in for parks. 
Speakers: Kurt Uhler - Director of Public Works, 
South Middleton Township; Ann Toole, CPRP 
CPP - Parks and Recreation Planner, Toole  
Recreation Planning; Sarah Colondrillo - Director 
of Recreation, South Middleton Township

Transforming Public Greenspace within 
a Changing Urban Environment 
The Western PA Conservancy (WPC) works 
to protect and restore exceptional places for 
present and future generations. The WPC’s 
Community Gardens & Greenspace Depart-
ment directly contributes to the vitality of our 
cities and towns by working with communi-
ties to improve their access to greenspace. 
Come learn about how Conservancy staff have 
worked to create outdoor play spaces for chil-
dren in the City of Pittsburgh public schools, 
manage stormwater by repurposing communi-
ty gardens in strategic locations with a diverse 
mix of partners, and eliminate invasive species 
while restoring habitat on one of Pittsburgh’s 
many steep slopes in a very unique way.  
Speakers: Art DeMeo - Director, Community 
Greenspace Services, Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy; Marah Fielden - Community 
Greenspace Services Manager, Western 
Pennsylvania Conservancy; Brian Charles - 
Community Outreach Specialist, Western 
Pennsylvania Conservancy 

Adapt and Innovate: Tools to Remain Relevant 
Today’s Park and Recreation professional faces 
many new challenges due to an ever changing 
society. This session uses design thinking tech-
niques to provide innovative ways to remain 
relevant to even changing communities. 
Speaker: Bill Salvatore - Director of Strategic 
Initiatives, Philadelphia Parks & Recreation

Learning from the past to teach the future 
This workshop will demonstrate Reacting to 
the Past (RttP), and immersive role play ped-
agogy, and its use in environmental subjects. 
Attendees will participate in a published RttP 
“game” by taking on the role of a diplomat, 
NGO representative, or industry representa-
tive in the 2009 Copenhagen Climate talks. 
Following the conclusion of the game we will 
have a discussion on best practices to using 
RttP in the classroom and beyond. 
Speaker: Shawn K. Davis - Assistant Professor, 
Slippery Rock University

Complex Trail Planning from the Ground Up 
Trails are more than lines on paper, and complex 
sites demand a unique approach to avoid wasted  
time and money, and deliver an effective, en-
gaging, and sustainable trail experience. In fall 
2019, Penn Trails worked with the City of Ithaca  
to conduct a feasibility study for a trail that 
posed many challenges. From steep gorge walls, 
to stormwater discharge, to crossings over 
eroding streambanks, learn about the team’s 
ground-up approach that turned obstacles into 
opportunities to enhance the trail experience. 
Speaker: Sarah Walter - Planning & Design 
Manager, Penn Trails LLC

All Ages, All Abilities, All the Time! 
Parks today face the challenge of providing 
environments where all visitors can feel safe, 
secure and fully engage in play. In this presen-
tation, participants will discover how applying 
the goals of universal design can be used to 
design play environments where every visitor 
can play regardless of age or ability. 
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Speakers: Ingrid Kanics – President, Kanics 
Inclusive Design Services LLC; John McConkey, 
CPSI - Insights Manager, Landscapes Structures

August Wilson Park: A story of equitable 
investment, community engagement and 
neighborhood change. 
This session is a case study demonstrating the 
outcomes of the use of best practices in Di-
versity, Equity and Inclusion in the investment 
and activation of an urban neighborhood park. 
Participants will participate in frank discussions 
of the pitfalls and achievements of the project 
as well as receive resources that will help them 
in their professional endeavors. Specific em-
phasis will be placed on resources from NRPA 
and NAEE. 
Speakers: Camila Rivera-Tinsley - Director of Ed-
ucation/Director of the Frick Environmental Cen-
ter, The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy; Kathryn 
Hunninen - Senior Manager of Special Initiatives, 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy; Chastity Bey - 
Community Nature Educator, Pittsburgh Parks 
Conservancy/Frick Environmental Center

MWEE 101 
The Meaningful Watershed Educators Experi-
ence (MWEE) is the bedrock upon which the 
region’s environmental literacy efforts have 
been built. This past year, partners from the Bay 
Program launched the MWEE 101 online course 
to support accessible professional learning for 
teachers and educators across the watershed. 
This session will showcase innovative ways that 
organizations and school districts have lever-
aged the blended learning model to support 
professional development for MWEEs. We’ll 
also share a new series of best practices to 
support the development and implementation 
of MWEEs, gleaned from an analysis of B-WET 
project evaluations. 
Speakers: Elise Trelegan - B-WET Program Co-
ordinator, NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office; Tar-
rea Potter - Pennsylvania Education Outreach 
Coordinator, Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Hooked on Fishing: Outreach Programs & 
Resources from PA Fish & Boat Commission 
Join PFBC Education Staff on this session to 
as we discuss our variety of fishing educational 
programs, resources and how you may be able 
to incorporate fishing programs into your park 
sites or nature centers. We will discuss some 
our newest programs that have been used to 
recruit, retain and reactive anglers in the  
Commonwealth. 
Speakers: Allan Schreffler - NE Region Educa-
tion Specialist, PA Fish & Boat Commission; 
Andrew Desko - SE Region Outreach & Educa-
tion Coordinator, PA Fish & Boat Commission; 
Walt Dietz - NE Region Outreach & Education 
Coordinator, PA Fish & Boat Coordinator

Play Has No Limit: Promoting Meaningful Play 
Experiences for People of All Ages and Abilities 
The playground should be a place for laughter, 
friends, and fun for all! Traditional playgrounds 
focus on accessible design and developmentally 
appropriate play activities. According to the 
CDC, one in 59 children have autism resulting 
in challenges interpreting sensory message, 
engaging in play and social interaction. All 
children learn through their senses. Evidence- 
based research shows sensory-rich play envi-
ronments develop functional skills, imagination 
and social skills providing a higher level of 
inclusive play for all. 
Speaker: Josh Hartley - Regional Manager, 
GameTime

TUESDAY, MARCH 17 2:30 – 3:45 PM

Spray Play for All: Designing Inclusive 
Splash Parks! 
Communities across the country are adding 
spray parks as one of the most highly requested 
and utilized recreation amenities. How can these 
be universally designed to be inclusive for people 
of all ages and abilities? This session will examine 
the best practices for creating spray parks that 
are fun for people with and without disabilities, 
children, parents and grandparents alike. 
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Speakers: Ingrid Kanics - President, Kanics 
Inclusive Design Services LLC; John McConkey, 
CPSI - Insights Manager, Landscapes Structures

Utilizing a Place Base Approach to Trail 
Planning & Management 
Managing a trail as a unique and special place, 
within the context of the larger natural resource 
that hosts it, measuring its place attachment 
among visitors and local community, and in-
stituting a collaborative place-based planning 
processes offers a dynamic, inclusive way to 
frame conservation practices, including trails 
management. This session aims to explore key 
concepts and information to assist participants’ 
consideration of a place based approach for 
managing their unique trail setting. 
Speaker: Larry Knutson - President, Penn Trails 
LLC

Native and Edible Landscaping – 
Ideas To Chew On 
Agroforestry is the intentional integration of 
trees and woody perennials to enhance eco-
logical and economic function on agricultural 
and forested landscapes. From the windbreaks 
that shielded the mid-west during the dust-
bowl, to the riparian buffers that protect our 
streams today, these systems can provide 
wildlife and pollinator habitat, food, forage 
and fiber and supply multiple benefits to the 
land where they are established. Ms. Coulter 
will demonstrate a hand-crafted model de-
signed to encourage children and adults to 
create their own agroforestry systems along 
with a collection of products crafted or har-
vested from species grown in forests, fields 
and buffer systems. Mr. Fahringer will explore 
grant opportunities, as well as applications of 
edible and functional landscapes in park and 
recreation settings.  
Speakers: Wes Fahringer - North Central Re-
gional Advisor, PA DCNR BRC; Tracey Coulter - 
Agroforestry Coordinator, PA DCNR Bureau of 
Forestry; Lydia Martin – Director of Education 
and Engagement, Lancaster Conservancy

The New Kid in Town 
Being hired in a new position comes with in-
teresting challenges. People expect you to just 
pick up where the last person left, and to know 
all of the steps necessary to achieve goals for 
your Parks & Recreation Department. Often 
the fact that aspects of the job are brand new 
to the incoming professional is forgotten. 
Through this session, young professionals will 
discuss their challenges, and supervisors will 
gain insight and provide tips that will help us 
prepare young professionals of the future to 
ensure continued success of our agencies. 
Speaker: Derek Muller - Recreation Program 
Supervisor, Montgomery Township

Building Climate Resilience in Parks 
and Communities 
This session will look at climate change impacts 
and solutions at the state and community level. 
PA DCNR will discuss adaptation strategies 
they are employing in state parks. PA DEP 
will discuss its local climate action assistance 
program and recommendations from the 2018 
climate action plan. The Community Resilience 
Action Network of Erie County will discuss 
developing a climate-conscious community 
through education, collaboration, and projects 
that build resilience, including assessing  
environmental challenges such as harmful algal 
blooms and water quality issues. 
Speakers: Greg Czarnecki - Director, Applied 
Climate Science, PA DCNR; Sara Stahlman - 
Extension Leader, PA Sea Grant; Heidi Kunka 
- Energy Program Specialist, PA DEP

Explore Get Outdoors PA 
Speaker: Christine Ticehurst, Recreation and 
Interpretation Program Coordinator, PA DCNR 
Bureau of State Parks
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Nature as Norm, Not Exception 
For thousands of years, children experienced 
most of their learning outside. Only recently 
has childhood moved primarily indoors, with 
alarming consequences. Fortunately, nature 
preschools and forest schools are growing 
rapidly across the country, but there is much 
room for advancing equity and access to na-
ture-based programs. Come learn the benefits 
and the past, present and encouraging future 
of these programs, and what you can do to 
help ensure that nature is more the norm than 
the exception for all children. 
Speaker: Susan Chlebowski - Merrill Linn 
Conservancy
 
Who Has Time for Fundraising? 
So many professionals are juggling every-
thing – administration, daily operations, facility 
needs, staff supervision – AND are expected 
to fundraise on top of it all! Who has time for 
that? In this session, join speaker Molly Hetrick 
to explore ways to fit development into your 
already busy schedule – AND leave fundraising 
behind. Molly will highlight her perceptions 
after moving full time into a development 
position and her insightful ideas on ways that 
overworked professionals can make progress 
toward their budgetary goals in small, simple 
ways - some take as little as 10 minutes a day 
or 1 hour a week! Leave this session feeling 
excited to incorporate these new insights! 
Speaker: Molly Hetrick - Trainer, Training with 
Molly

Adaptive Kayaking, Improvise, Adapt, 
Overcome, Paddle On 
With thousands of miles of lakes, rivers, 
streams, and creeks across the Commonwealth, 
it’s no surprise that the sport of kayaking is 
quickly becoming one of the fastest growing 
sports and leisure activities for paddlers of all 
ages and abilities. For many, water is a place 
of adventure and exploration. For others, it’s a 
place of solitude and quiet. Whatever the case 

may be, we see water as the ultimate equalizer. 
In this interactive session, attendees will learn 
about adaptive kayaking, opportunities for 
accessible program development, and the latest 
in adaptive paddling technology.  
Speaker: Larry Gioia – Founder, Adaptive Pad-
dling Instructor Trainer, Dynamic Paddlers

Foundations of Environmental Education 
This workshop will cover the foundations and 
history of environmental education, as well as 
the knowledge and skills necessary to incorpo-
rate quality environmental education in your 
instruction. We will cover the history, defini-
tions, and goals of environmental education. 
This workshop is required for those who have 
applied for PAEE’s Non-Formal EE Certification. 
Speaker: Fran Bires, Retired, McKeever Envi-
ronmental Education Center

TUESDAY, MARCH 17 - 
KEYNOTE: RICHARD LOUV

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 8:30 – 9:45 AM

Nature Play Areas - Best Practices in PA 
(Part 1) 
Awareness that children have limited opportu-
nities to engage in nature, inspired an exciting 
trend to provide access to nature play areas 
in community park settings. Our panel will 
provide examples of best practices of natural 
and manmade playscapes, designed to offer a 
wide-range of open-ended play options that 
allow everyone to be creative and use their 
imagination. An interactive discussion will in-
clude topics on design, construction, funding, 
liability, maintenance, and programming. 
Speakers: Cindy Dunlap Chief - Regional Ser-
vices Division, PADCNR Bureau of Recreation 
and Conservation; Jason Lang - Director of 
Parks and Recreation, East Goshen Township; 
Karen Clancy, PLA, ASLA - Landscape Project 
Manager, Natural Lands; Carolyn Yagle - Senior 
Associate, Environmental Planning and Design
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OK, What Now? 
So, you are approaching the end of a successful 
career. Are you going out with a bang or will 
you wind things up calmly? Is there a potential  
replacement you should spend energy on? 
What if there isn’t? How do you want to be  
remembered? Do you care? What are you 
going to do next--grandkids and travel or new 
professional horizons? During this session, 
panelists will discuss ideas of what you might 
want to consider as retirement nears and after. 
Speaker: Edward McCrea - President, EECG; 
Fran Bires - Retired, McKeever Environmental 
Education Center; Herb Dolaway - Retired; Rob-
ert Griffith - Retired Executive Director, PRPS

Waterfronts: Where Conservation, Recreation 
& Economic Development Meet 
This presentation focuses on the nexus between 
economic development, urban waterways, and 
outdoor recreation. Participants will learn how 
exciting river restoration and waterfront devel-
opment projects in York County, Lehigh County, 
and Allegheny County are leveraging river res-
toration for economic development and engag-
ing new partners and funders in the process. 
Project highlights include York’s Codorus Creek 
Beautification Initiative, Allentown’s Lehigh  
Waterfront Project, and waterfront projects in 
small communities throughout Pennsylvania. 
Speakers: Silas Chamberlin - Vice President, 
York County Economic Alliance; Danielle Steh-
man - Project Manager, Buchart Horn, Inc; Elis-
sa Garofalo - Executive Director, Delaware & 
Lehigh National Heritage Corridor; Scott Rus-
sell - Senior Vice President, Water Resources, 
Buchart Horn, Inc

Best Cultural Practices for Natural Turf 
Sports Fields 
Discuss the best management practices for 
providing safe playable natural turfgrass 
sports fields. Session covers aerification, top-
dressing, over-seeding, fertility, and more. Par-
ticipants will take away “BMP’s” that they can 
apply to their current maintenance practices 
and help improve their surfaces. 

Speaker: Boyd Montgomery - Regional Business 
Manager, Sports & Grounds NA, The Toro Company
 
Customer Service Workshop 
Customer Service Training is vital and im-
portant for anyone who works regularly with 
visitors and customers. Beyond learning the 
basics, you must train your staff on these skills 
and model them exceptionally well yourself. 
But every situation is different and every 
unique customer interaction challenges your 
ability to think on your feet, keep calm, and 
know techniques that can be applied to a 
variety of situations. In this unique workshop 
setting, we’ll talk about the customer service 
best practices that are the foundation for your 
customer facing personality but then go beyond 
to working through sticky, real life situations and 
review (by working in small groups or teams) 
a variety of ways to handle them. You’ll experi-
ment and experience and decide what approach 
feels best to you, plus have the insight and 
discussion of your peers to add to your toolbox. 
Come join this interactive and exciting session! 
Speaker: Molly Hetrick - Trainer, Training with Molly

Love Your Work, Sustainable Lifestyles, 
and Financial Independence 
Would you like the economic freedom to create 
and pursue projects important to your commu-
nity and the environment? Our three panelists 
– a conservation architect and trail expert, a 
landscape architect, and a park and recreation 
planner share their secrets in building their 
socially-conscious firms, and creating and devel-
oping projects that enhance the lives of people 
and the environment – all while building their 
personal and social assets. On a personal level, 
they will share their expertise in integrating a 
conservation lifestyle into your work. 
Speaker: Robert Thomas - Partner, Campbell 
Thomas & Co; James Laird Jr. RLA - Partner
LAIRD Recreation and Land Planning, LLC;  
Angelika Laird CPRP - Owner/Principal Part-
ner, LAIRD Recreation and Land Planning LLC 
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Growing the Next Generation of 
Environmental Stewards 
Land stewardship projects help students de-
velop a sense of ownership and responsibility 
for the health of their environment. They can 
also be a powerful tool for introducing basic 
environmental science concepts. Learn best 
practices for starting a stewardship project 
with your students and hear about examples 
from Schuylkill Center educators.  
Speakers: Aaliyah Green Ross - Director of 
Education, Schuylkill Center for Environmental 
Education; Emily Smulowitz - Education Pro-
gram Coordinator, Schuylkill Center for Envi-
ronmental Education; Eduardo Duenas - Man-
ager of School Programs, Schuylkill Center for 
Environmental Education

Community Roots: Gardening for Wellness, 
Sustainability, and Self-Sufficiency  
Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve utilizes their 
garden spaces to provide visitors with back-
yard conservation techniques, historical, cul-
tural, and environmental education to facilitate 
at-home projects, and support to start their 
own gardens as a source of seeds with their 
“Living Library.” Learn how WPNR comes full 
circle, connecting their gardens to programming 
and the community through a variety of gardens 
and gardening techniques, membership in the 
Seed Savers Exchange, all age programming, 
and selection as a trial grower for Baker Creek 
Heirloom Seeds and The Experimental Farm 
Network. Learn to gather and clean seeds, sam-
ple goodies from WPNR’s gardens, and more!  
Speakers: Allison Petris - Environmental 
Education Coordinator, Winnie Palmer Nature 
Reserve at Saint Vincent College; Angela Belli 
- Director, Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve at 
Saint Vincent College; Jennifer Eppolito - 
Education Horticulturist, Winnie Palmer Nature 
Reserve at Saint Vincent College 

Meadow Magic - Assessing and Enhancing 
Natural Assets 
The Allegheny County Parks Department has 
planted 5 native grass and wildflower mead-
ows since 2017. Comprising over 25 acres of 
land, the meadows have converted massive 
mowed lawns or invasive ridden fields into 
beloved park places for both people and 
pollinators. The meadows, in addition to other 
reforestation projects and green infrastruc-
ture, were largely inspired by Ecological As-
sessment Studies that helped identify environ-
mental enhancement projects and generate 
funding opportunities.  
Speaker: Joel Perkovich Landscape Architect 
- Allegheny County Department of Parks; Sara 
Madden - Project Manager, Allegheny County 
Department of Parks

Aquatics Roundtable 
Water slides, spray features, new pumps, new 
pipes, and all of your aquatics dreams? What real-
ly goes into the administration side of pool reno-
vations projects? Community outreach, feasibility 
studies, elected official buy-in, value-engineering, 
and more - plus, how to stay relevant years after 
you’re done. Join us as we gather some of the 
most experienced aquatics professionals in PA to 
discuss these and other hot topics.  
Speakers: Tammy Agesen - Program Director, 
Lancaster County Department of Parks and 
Recreation; Todd Roth - Aquatic Supervisor, 
Center Region Parks and Recreation 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 10:00 – 11:15 AM

Red Cross Training Service Roundtable 
Discuss best practices to build a strategic rela-
tionship with Red Cross Training Services. Learn 
about running Red Cross programming (CPR/
First Aid, Lifeguarding, Babysitting) to: combat 
staffing shortages; as part of your risk manage-
ment plan; and, a potential revenue stream.  
Speakers: Cait Waxler - Aquatics Specialist, 
American Red Cross; Aaron Workman - Aquatics 
Specialist, American Red Cross 
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You’re Hired! Student Job Search Preparation 
This session is to help prepare students for a 
full-time job after graduation. Topics will include 
the job search, interviewing tips, resume writ-
ing, and tips for success. Students may elect to 
bring their resume to the session for help.  
Speaker: Dr. Kim Batty - Assistant Professor, 
Lock Haven University 

Nature Play Areas - Best Practices in PA 
(Part 2) 
Awareness that children have limited opportu-
nities to engage in nature, inspired an exciting 
trend to provide access to nature play areas 
in community park settings. Our panel will 
provide examples of best practices of natural 
and manmade playscapes, designed to offer a 
wide-range of open-ended play options that 
allow everyone to be creative and use their 
imagination. An interactive discussion will in-
clude topics on design, construction, funding, 
liability, maintenance, and programming.  
Speakers: Cheri Matter - Recreation and Con-
servation Advisor, PA DCNR Bureau of Recre-
ation and Conservation; Jim Bonner - Execu-
tive Director, Audubon Society of Western PA; 
Kim Murphy - President, Berks Nature

Cutting Costs and Advancing Skills: 
Hybrid Trail Projects 
Trails that are physically, economically, eco-
logically and user sustainable don’t have to 
have a huge price tag. Utilizing recent Penn 
Trails case study at Kings Gap Environmental 
and Training Center, Senior Project Manager, 
Amy Lutsko, Kings Gap staff and volunteers 
will discuss how partnering with a professional 
trail company, your organization can cut labor 
cost, advance staff and volunteer skills and 
create community involvement.  
Speaker: Amy Lutsko - Senior Project Manager, 
Penn Trails LLC

Engaging Public in the Outdoors Using the Arts  
Engaging the community about our parks 
through public programs that educate about 
natural history, resources, and recreation 
opportunities often don’t include the arts – 
but why? Using the arts in any form can be a 
refreshing way to engage new visitors to 
public spaces. Use simple art activities that can 
be modified for many age groups as we get 
silly, engage in our outdoor spaces, and grow 
a closer relationship with our natural world. 
We’ll hone our ability to observe, learn basic art 
education concepts and projects that can be 
applied to hikes, lectures, and workshops. 
EVERYONE is an artist, no experience necessary. 
Speakers: Jennifer Brooks - Environmental 
Education Program Supervisor, Berks County 
Parks & Recreation Department; Lisa Gauker 
- Assistant Environmental Educator, Berks 
County Parks & Recreation Department

Privatization of Youth Sports & Programs 
Parks and Recreation Departments are constantly 
being asked to do more with less. And now they 
are competing with private organizations on top 
of budget cuts. What are our options as program 
and event coordinators? Let’s explore our options 
and discuss the pros and cons.  
Speaker: Andrew Grobe - Assistant Deputy 
Director of Recreation, Allegheny County Parks 

Everyone Loves Bugs, They Just Don’t 
Know It Yet!  
Engaging the public and creating connections 
to Nature and Conservation, through the use of 
LIVE bugs and insects is not always easy, but is 
extremely effective. Come meet the Live Bugs!  
Speaker: Ryan A. Bridge - Owner/Operator, 
Ryan Bridge “The BugMan” 
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Bigger and Better with Partnerships: 
Collaborate for Success  
Learn how collaborating with local counties, 
municipalities, non-profits and other partners 
can lead to greater success! How-to and lessons 
learned with Lehigh and Northampton Counties 
and Wildlands Conservancy, leading to success-
es in conservation projects and environmental 
education.  
Speakers: Diane Motel - Director of Education 
Programs, Wildlands Conservancy; Robert 
Stiffler - Director of Parks, County of Lehigh; 
Bryan Cope - Superintendent of Parks and 
Recreation, Northampton County

Environment and Ecology in PA - Updates 
from PDE 
Join the PA Department of Education’s Environ-
ment and Ecology Content Advisor for updates 
on PDE initiatives and upcoming projects (e.g. 
STEM, Environmental Justice, Integrated Pest 
Management, etc.) and explore their fit in the 
world of environmental education, parks, and 
recreation. Following the update, the E&E Advi-
sor will encourage group discussion designed to 
collect information and perspectives from par-
ticipants regarding the state of EE and needs in 
the field regarding new state and national level 
EE initiatives and guidance documents.  
Speaker: Tamara Peffer - Environment and 
Ecology Content Advisor/ Exec. Director, PA 
Advisory Council on Environmental Education, 
PA Department of Education 

Environmental Data; A Tool for Informed 
Decision Making, Art, and MWEEs  
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) as well as many state, 
local and non-profits have collected and made 
available vast amounts of environmental data 
that can be used to support informed decision 
making, artistic expression and environmental 
literacy. Learn how to access this data, use in-
novative on-line tools, and integrate this data 
into your educational programming. Bring a 
laptop, so you can play too.  

Speakers: Bart Merrick - Education Coordi-
nator, NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office; Elise 
Trelegan – Environmental Education Outreach 
Specialist, NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 2:45 – 4:00 PM 

Large Event Planning 
Presentation on major event planning and im-
plementation in Philadelphia. Review of Pope’s 
visit, democratic convention, NFL draft, and 
Eagles Parade.  
Speaker: Barry Bessler - Director of Policy and 
Compliance, Philadelphia Parks and Recreation 

SBYD: Coaching the Kid, Not the Sport.  
Sports-based youth development (SBYD) 
uses the vehicle of sports and practice to help 
develop the entire child, not just the athletic 
side. This session will discuss the foundation of 
SBYD principles and give some real life scenar-
ios and techniques to embed SBYD teachings 
into your youth programming.  
Speaker: Bill Salvatore - Director of Strategic 
Initiatives, Philadelphia Parks & Recreation 

Parks and Play: A Natural Partnership 
The Playful Pittsburgh Collaborative is a collec-
tion of organizations who work together to pro-
mote and advocate for play across the region, 
spanning all ages and communities. Collabora-
tive members will share how they use play - and 
the Play Collaborative - to support their mission 
and amplify their message around outdoor rec-
reation and education. Panelists will also invite 
the audience to participate in hands-on playful 
activities and a brainstorming exercise to bring 
play into their organizations.  
Speakers: Lo Hutelmyer - Youth Program Man-
ager, Venture Outdoors; Jen Schnakenberg - 
Education Partnership Coordinator, Pittsburgh 
Parks Conservancy; Sarah Siplak - Director of 
the Playful Pittsburgh Collaborative 
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Active Killers and the Civilian Response 
Presentation on the history of active killers, 
identifying potential threats and situational 
awareness. What to expect if an active killer 
incident is encountered and how police will 
respond. What you can do to protect yourself 
and others during such an event.  
Speakers: Bryan DeWick – Sergeant, Northern 
Regional Police Department; Michael Orsino – 
Patrolman, Ross Township Police Department

Leadership Includes Conducting the 
B.E.S.T. Interview  
Learn the importance of conducting an inter-
view based on behaviors and traits. Build the 
ultimate team by understanding the B.E.S.T. 
interview technique. The desired outcome of 
the session is to enhance your approach to 
interviewing, as well as demonstrating the 
importance of hiring based on behavior and 
traits and not solely education and skills.  
Speaker: Kirk Rakos - Personal Care Adminis-
trator, Masonic Villages 

Communicating Strategically in Parks and 
Protected Areas 
We all want to educate the public about issues 
involving the environment but we often find 
that education is simply not enough to change 
attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors. In this envi-
ronmental communication primer, we will fo-
cus on using persuasive communication tech-
niques in parks and protected areas. Topics 
will include, knowing your audience, message 
framing, and communication tools.  
Speaker: Shawn K. Davis - Assistant Professor, 
Slippery Rock University 

Students Taking Action- Making Meaningful 
Connections to Environmental Issues 
Through Experiential Science Education  
Participants will learn how, as formal and in-
formal educators, to best support and guide 
students in taking meaningful and purposeful 
action on environmental issues. Participants 
will understand how to guide students in 

identifying environmental issues and potential 
solutions through inquiry-based and experien-
tial science investigations.  
Speaker: Kassie Fenn - Field Educator, Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation 

Inclusive Play: Designing Outdoor 
Environments for Everyone  
Every child who comes to the playground should 
be able to play on developmentally and age ap-
propriate equipment. This presentation provides 
an overview of inclusive playground design, the 
importance of the planning process, and how 
the design process needs to focus on the child 
before any playground equipment is selected.  
Speaker: Missy Benson - Inclusive Play Manager, 
Playworld 

Growing Opportunities for Teen Volunteers  
Have teenagers who are interested in volun-
teering within your organization? Not sure 
how to utilize their talents or interests? During 
this roundtable discussion, we will discuss how 
Longwood Gardens works with teens during 
their summer program and begin brainstorming 
how your organization can collaborate with 
the teen audience.  
Speaker: Heather Drzal - Director of School 
and Youth Programs, Longwood Gardens 

Safety Issues in Teaching Environmental 
Education 
Teaching and learning in an outdoor natural 
setting is an invaluable experience for leaders 
and learners alike. At the same time, leaders 
need to take into consideration safety factors 
that can help define a positive experience, or 
create a negative experience that can have 
lasting effects on a learner. This session will 
cover safety issues ranging from interactions 
with wildlife, bites and stings, needs of partic-
ipants, dressing appropriately and methods 
and approaches for leaders. This workshop 
is required for those who have applied for 
Non-Formal EE Certification.  
Speaker: Fran Bires, Retired, McKeever Envi-
ronmental Education Center 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 4:15 – 5:30 PM

How do Pennsylvanians Value Outdoor 
Recreation? Survey Says… 
2020-2040 PA Outdoor Recreation Plan’s survey 
results are in. We’ve learned that 65 percent of 
Pennsylvanians agree that parks, trails and open 
space are an essential part of the healthcare 
system and 40 percent of directors are expe-
riencing impacts from the opioid epidemic. 
DCNR has also evaluated statewide GIS layers 
of parks and trails and now has a Park Score 
for every Pennsylvania municipality. How 
many of your residents can access a park or 
trail within 10 minutes of their home? You can 
find out at this session.  
Speakers: Diane Kripas - Division Chief, PA 
DCNR Bureau of Recreation and Conservation; 
Josh VanBrakle - GIS Specialist, PA DCNR & 
PALTA 

A League of Their Own: Highlighting 
Outstanding Youth Sports Programs 
Parks and recreation professionals know the 
value of recreational youth sports programs. 
But families can be drawn toward competitive 
travel programs and many recreation depart-
ments are seeing their program participation 
drop. That does not have to be the story in 
your community. This session will highlight real 
life case studies of strong, successful recre-
ational youth sports programs committed to 
the safety and wellbeing of the children in their 
community. The youth sports organizations 
featured have all earned the Better Sports for 
Kids Quality Program Provider designation and 
have been recognized as Excellence in Youth 
Sports award winners. Participants will learn 
what these youth sports leaders did to make 
their programs stand out and will be able to 
take best practices back to their own commu-
nities. 
Speakers: Kate Nematollahi - Director, Education 
Programs, National Alliance for Youth Sports 

Play on Player: Overcoming Disability with Play 
We all want to play, and to play hard. It brings 
us a sense of challenge, develops social skills, 
and fosters independence. Play on Player ad-
dresses the mission critical nature of inviting 
everyone to play because adaptive recreation 
offers so much more than a “you did it!” stick-
er. This session looks at play from childhood 
to adulthood, and how it offers solutions to 
key challenges of development (social skills, 
independence, confidence, etc.) that kids 
growing up with disability can struggle with. 
From finding new hobbies, to school teams, 
collegiate athletics to world stages- play is an 
opportunity that shapes us all.  
Speakers: Jill Moore - Marketing and Inclusion 
Specialist, Landscape Structures 

Event Planning...What the He** am I Doing?  
For the entry level or beginner professional, 
this session will be geared towards what it 
takes to make an event happen from beginning 
to completion.  
Speakers: Keith Kurowski - Director of Parks 
and Recreation, West Chester Parks and Rec-
reation; Allison Humphries - Event Coordinator, 
West Chester Parks and Recreation 

The Challenges and Rewards of Urban Park 
Design and Construction  
During this session John will share thirty 
years of experience by highlighting the chal-
lenges and successes of urban park design 
and construction. Discussion will touch on 
skate parks, dog parks, neighborhood and 
community parks, parks with historic compo-
nents, parks that include green infrastructure 
and nature play areas. 
Speaker: John Buerkle - President, Pashek+M-
TR, Ltd. 
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Reflection as a Tool for EE Engagement: 
Skill Building for Professionals  
Engaging audiences in dialogue surrounding 
contentious historical, cultural, and environmental 
topics can be scary. However, when done well, 
reflection guides participants in examining critical 
issues from different perspectives; enhances civic 
values and social responsibility; and connects 
personal experiences to abstract concepts. By 
bringing your audience into the conversation, 
they can co-facilitate their own learning. We will 
practice several reflection strategies for adult 
audiences (high school and up). Participants will 
leave with tools for asking powerful questions 
and generating meaningful dialogue. 
Speaker: Becky Thomas - Assistant Professor 
of Park Resource Management, Slippery Rock 
University; Paul Hedzik - Environmental Educa-
tion Graduate Student, Slippery Rock Univer-
sity; Corie Eckman - Environmental Education 
Graduate Student, Slippery Rock University; 
Jakob Schnur - Environmental Education Grad-
uate Student, Slippery Rock University; Tabitha 
Giacalone - Environmental Education Graduate 
Student, Slippery Rock University 

More Than a Walk in the Park 
Learn about the research-based wellness 
benefits of spending time in a natural environ-
ment. The green exercise of Shinrin-Yoku (for-
est bathing) will be highlighted in this presen-
tation. Shinrin-Yoku offers individuals with the 
opportunity to support personal health and 
wellness while becoming aware of and appre-
ciating Penn’s Woods  
Speaker: Suzann Schiemer - Educator, Penn-
sylvania Master Naturalist 

Storytime STEM + Computer Science Earth 
Day Adventures  
Join us to experience PreK-2 Storytime STEM 
+ Computer science activities that were devel-
oped as part of a PAsmart grant awarded to 
the Allegheny Intermediate Unit to serve Head 
Start and K-2 teachers and children’s librari-

ans. Learn how to use robots to engage young 
children in learning about the environment. This 
session will engage participants in working with 
Bee-Bots on activities about Earth’s natural 
resources, the needs of plants and honeybees, 
and what people can do to protect the Earth. 
Speakers: Gabriela Rose - Science Coordinator, 
Allegheny Intermediate Unit; Samuel Shaneyfelt 
– Consultant, Allegheny Intermediate Unit 

Weed Warriors Among Fort Roberdeau 
Green Projects  
Weed Warriors provide an effective and sus-
tained effort against non-native plant species 
invading the grounds of Fort Roberdeau. 
These invaders deny food and shelter to 
native wildlife while shading out our native 
plants. The enemy invader species have been 
identified and reported to the Commanding 
Officer (CO). The CO developed a long term 
recruitment and battle strategy for a three-
year campaign to destroy the invaders and 
replace with native plants eventually restoring 
the natural habitat of Revolutionary War days. 
Speakers: Jody Wallace, aka “The Creature 
Teacher” - Weed Warrior Coordinator & Board 
Member, Fort Roberdeau Association; Glenn 
Nelson – Director, County of Blair/Fort Roberdau 

Play it Cool: How to Have Fun in the Sun  
Parks today face the challenge of providing 
environments where all visitors can feel safe, 
secure and fully engaged. Shade is becom-
ing increasingly important in a wide range of 
outdoor recreational environments. Shade 
structures increase the safety, functionality 
and longevity of everything they cover and 
protect. In this presentation, participants will 
discover how to plan, budget and specify for 
the most appropriate shade elements to meet 
their unique needs. 
Speakers: Michael Fingeroth - Regional Manager, 
Landscape Structures, Inc. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 19 8:30 – 9:45 AM 

What Have We Done for You Lately? 
The session will highlight why inclusion is so 
important and valuable to communities. We will 
discuss the role of BRC- state grant funds and 
how they can be parlayed to develop inclusive 
and accessible playgrounds and outdoor rec-
reation areas. Come join us to hear and share 
stories of community growth and inclusion.  
Speaker: Beth Helterbran - BRC Program  
Specialist, PA DCNR 

PRPS – Learn More About Your Profession 
and Sharpen Your Skills  
Hopefully, by attending the PRPS/PAEE 
Conference, you already recognize the val-
ue of networking and attending education-
al sessions in the Park and Recreation field. 
But PRPS offers other ways for you to stay 
informed about the latest developments in 
the field and to improve your leadership and 
communication skills. PRPS makes it easy 
to serve on various Boards and Committees 
and to advocate for your interests in the Park 
and Rec Field while honing your leadership 
skills. By presenting at conferences, writing 
for the quarterly magazine, or contributing to 
the “Dig It!” blog on the PRPS website, you 
can sharpen your communication skills and 
surprise yourself how much you can learn in 
preparing to educate your colleagues.  
Speaker: Ken Lehr - Parks and Recreation Di-
rector, West Goshen Township; PRPS Board of 
Directors & Staff Representatives 

SOPARC (Systems for Observations of 
Play and Recreation in Communities)  
One thing park and recreation professionals 
struggle with is answering elected official’s 
questions like, “Why is parks and recreation 
important”, “Exactly how much do our res-
idents benefit from this park?” “We spent 
$750,000 on a playground, how much has 
play increased?” The session will teach partic-
ipants the SOPARC (System for the Observa-

tion of Play and Recreation in Communities), 
a validated, comprehensive and FREE data 
collection tool that can help you answer these 
questions! SOPARC is an iOS based product, 
bring an iPad and download the free software 
ahead of time if possible.”  
Speaker: Jason Lang – Director of Parks and 
Recreation, East Goshen Parks and Recreation 

Surviving & Thriving with Impromptu 
Programming  
Impromptu programs happen spontaneously, 
offer a learning on the spot, and focus on a 
specific topic. They are typically offered in a 
popular public spot such as near a park pool, 
boat launch, or scenic view While they may 
appear unplanned, presenters should always 
plan and prepare for Impromptus. The effect of 
impromptu learning transforms the learning ex-
perience; it engages, invigorates, and mobilizes 
the learner. Some Educators love them, others 
tolerate them. Learn how to not just survive but 
thrive in your Impromptu programming.  
Speakers: Carissa Longo - Environmental Edu-
cation Program Coordinator, PA DCNR- Bureau 
of State Parks; Beth Garner - Regional Program 
Coordinator, PA DCNR- Bureau of State Parks 

A Beautiful Mess: Large Wood and 
Aquatic Restoration 
Trees and fallen woody materials in streams 
and floodplains create a diversity of habitats 
for many species. Centuries of removing wood 
to straighten streams and reduce localized 
flooding negatively impacted ecosystems and 
exacerbated downstream flooding. Resource 
managers across the state are working to re-
store this vital aquatic ecosystem component. 
This presentation will discuss the history of 
wood removal in Pennsylvania, the legacy and 
culture it has left us with, and the steps being 
taken to remediate the issue. 
Speakers: Luke Bobnar - Watershed Scientist, 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy; Nate Rea-
gle - Wildlife & Fisheries Biologist, PA DCNR 
Bureau of Forestry 
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Baseball Fields: Maintenance, Renovation 
and Construction Demystified  
Baseball and softball fields can be found in  
every setting from the smallest community 
parks to large athletic complexes. However, 
their maintenance, renovation and construction  
require specialized materials and methods that 
are not often well understood or executed. 
This talk will offer maintenance guidelines for 
volunteer athletic associations all the way up 
to skilled staff, a primer on choosing materials 
along with their benefits and the principals of 
renovation or construction that park profes-
sionals should consider.  
Speaker: Rebecca Auchter, CSFM - Sports Turf 
Specialist, Advanced Turf Solutions 

Park Prescriptions: Improving Health through 
Access to Outdoor Activity  
There is a growing movement across the US 
connecting health and the outdoors- the park 
prescription. Park prescriptions are programs 
that involve healthcare or social service pro-
viders who encourage their patients to spend 
time in nature with the goal of improving their 
health and wellbeing. Living in greener environ-
ments is often associated with higher levels of 
physical activity and lower levels of instances 
of chronic disease. In addition to research that 
demonstrates the physical health benefits of na-
ture exposure, there is emerging evidence that 
green recreational spaces also have a positive 
influence on the mental, emotional and behav-
ioral health of both children and adults. There 
are more than 80 park prescriptions in the U.S; 
although not one program has the same mod-
el. They are diverse in focus and approach, but 
with mutual intention to leverage green space 
to increase activity. This session will provide a 
brief overview of research connecting health 
and outdoor activity, background on the park 
prescription model and it’s three general types 
(Healthcare Driven, Park Driven, and Collabora-
tive), and showcase NaturePHL- Philadelphia’s 
park prescription program.  

Speaker: Elisa Sarantschin - NaturePHL Coor-
dinator, NaturePHL/Schuylkill Center for Envi-
ronmental Education 

Bring the Stream To Your Classroom  
You may not always be able to take a group 
of students to the stream but you can take 
the stream to the classroom. Learn the steps 
needed for bringing the stream critters to the 
students. Participants will sort and identify 
living macroinvertebrates and learn interesting 
facts to pass along to your students.  
Speakers: Lesa Bird - Mobile Educator, Ad-
vancing Science; Val Stone - Program Coordi-
nator, Advancing Science 

The Outdoor Learning Network Initiative 
Through the Outdoor Learning Network Initia-
tive, funders, local watershed non-profits, and 
school districts in Pennsylvania are working 
together to develop a diverse network of o
rganizations who will lead a regional effort to 
develop K-12 environmental literacy plans. 
Participants will walk away from this session 
with increased knowledge and understanding of 
how to develop and manage necessary partner-
ships to advance environmental literacy goals 
and insights on how to plan a systemic MWEE 
in high-need school districts. Participants will 
learn about best practices, lessons learned, bar-
riers, and opportunities from funders and mem-
bers of the newly established regional network.  
Speakers: Kacey Wetzel - Director of Programs 
for Outreach & Education, Chesapeake Bay 
Trust; Tara Drennan - Senior Program Officer, 
Chesapeake Bay Trust 

From Mud Play to Mud Day  
This presentation will discuss the benefits of 
incorporating mud play into your children’s 
programs. Whether you have a small indoor 
space or large field, we will provide informa-
tion on how to get soil, how to make mud 
kitchens, and how to develop a large scale 
mud program to celebrate International Mud 
Day. (A small amount of mud will be provided 
for participants to enjoy during the session!)  
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Speakers: Trish Fries - Environmental Educa-
tion Program Specialist, Philadelphia Parks and 
Recreation; Christina Moresi - Environmental 
Educator, Philadelphia Parks and Recreation 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19 1:00 - 2:15 PM 

Expanding the Active Transportation Role 
of Trails 
Trails have long been valued as recreational 
amenities, and today many communities are 
seeking to expand the role of trails as critical 
pieces of a comprehensive active transportation 
network. This presentation will be a case study 
of the West Ashley Greenway and Bikeway 
project in Charleston, SC. We will examine 
how approaches including improved access 
points, enhanced amenities, and placemaking  
strategies combined elevate a well-loved 
amenity into a critical link in the broader active 
transportation network. 
Speaker: Kathleen Hayes, PLA - Senior Designer, 
Alta Planning + Design 

The Holistic Approach to Inclusive Design 
A good recreational space is designed for the 
safety and fun for all users. This session will 
start from a data driven depiction of park and 
playground users. The needs of users will be 
analyzed (including handicapped users, users 
of different age group and mobility level). 
Presenters will review the current accessibil-
ity requirements for playground design and 
share their findings. Best practice precedents 
will be presented. To think beyond, design 
effort to bring people on to play structures, 
to experience water, while allowing them 
to touch, to experience and explore with all 
means will be discussed.  
Speakers: Jiayu Qin - Associate, Environmental 
Planning & Design LLC; Katie Kovalchik - Asso-
ciate, Environmental Planning & Design LLC 

Parks, Health, and Hospitals, 99 Seconds GO!  
If an apple a day keeps the doctor away, then 
a walk in the park is right on the mark! When 
municipal park and recreation departments 
partner with local health care professionals, 
everybody wins! Ten park professionals will 
discuss their exciting partnerships with local 
hospitals that contribute to individual patient 
and community-wide health outcomes.  
Speaker: Jason Lang - Director, East Goshen 
Parks and Recreation 

Cash is King: Funding Strategies for 
Recreation & Conservation  
Park and recreation professionals are often 
challenged with securing funding to build new 
and rehabilitate existing facilities to meet the 
needs of the public. At the same time, local 
resources are often limited or non-existent. 
Developing short and long-term funding strat-
egies and leveraging various resources for 
capital projects is essential to close the finan-
cial gap. Session participants will learn about 
the importance of a funding strategy, relevant 
funding programs, and management oppor-
tunities and challenges from funding partners 
and case studies.  
Speakers: Lori Yeich - Recreation and Con-
servation Mgr, Central PA Regional Office, PA 
DCNR Bureau of Recreation and Conservation; 
Mark Hansford - Section Chief, Community 
Parks and Recreation, PA DCNR Bureau of 
Recreation and Conservation; Chalet Harris 
- Recreation Director, Dover Township Recre-
ation Department 

Trout Unlimited STREAM Girls: Get Hooked! 
Learn how STREAM Girls engages 4th-8th 
girls statewide in STEAM-education (science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math) and 
outdoor aquatic recreation! Designed by na-
tional Trout Unlimited (TU), this investigative 
program empowers Girl Scouts to explore 
their backyard watersheds, discover wrig-
gling stream bugs, dive into fly-fishing, and 
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become active participants in the stories of 
their streams. Strengthened by powerful part-
nerships among TU, Stroud Water Research 
Center, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commis-
sion, and women’s angling groups, the future 
of fresh water starts here. 
Speakers: Mandy Nix - Watershed Education 
Specialist, Stroud Water Research Center; 
Judi Sittler - Board Member/Past President of 
Spring Creek Chapter Trout Unlimited 

Creating an Outdoor Loose Parts Playground 
(Part 1) 
Children today are not experiencing the 
amount of child-led, open-ended play that they 
need for healthy development, nor are they 
connecting to their natural world. Come learn 
about the benefits that loose parts have on 
children’s play and their connection to nature. 
You will also have the chance to experience a 
loose parts pop-up playground and learn how 
to organize and run your own. Perfect for Early 
Childhood Educators, camp staff, and other 
professionals who work with children.  
Speaker: Elizabeth Marcello - Director,  
Lycoming County Pop-Up Play 

Connecting Students to Nature through Music  
Participants will learn about environmental 
education activities that connect music with 
nature. Possible activities include building 
rhythmic instruments with natural materials, 
listening to compositions based on bird calls, 
and singing/writing songs about environmen-
tal issues and other living things.  
Speaker: Andrew Sipple - AmeriCorps VISTA, 
Environment Erie 

Evaluating Climate Change Literacy in 
University Students  
Climate change is reshaping the way we live 
and will have a major impact in terms of the 
possibilities that our children will have access 
to in the future. As graduate students in ge-
ography and future environmental educators, 

we see the urgency in teaching our students 
about climate change. Increasing students’ cli-
mate science literacy will encourage a change 
in behavior towards more sustainable every-
day choices. Yet, research on what is the most 
effective method to encourage such changes 
and to improve climate change literacy is mul-
tifaceted and complex. In this session we will 
review existing methodologies to effectively 
improve climate change literacy and present 
the methodology we designed to evaluate 
teaching effectiveness in an upper-level grad-
uate class at West Virginia University.  
Speakers: Megan Kruger - Student, West Vir-
ginia University; Brandon Rothrock - Student, 
West Virginia University 

Round Table- Preschool State Certification 
(Part 1) 
This Roundtable is meant to be a collaboration 
of experiences with the Preschool Certification 
challenge to Parks & Recreation Departments 
around the State of PA as it pertains to youth 
ages 0-Pre-K. Cranberry Township received a 
“Cease & Desist” letter from PA Dept. of Hu-
man Services for our Early Learning Center 
Program (Preschool) and was required to get 
certified. The RoundTable will provide infor-
mation on Cranberry Township’s experience 
of this process and include a transparent view 
of the entire ordeal, the process Cranberry 
Township followed to obtain certification, 
challenges with maintaining that certification 
and consideration of the new legislation. 
Speaker: Valerie Murphy - Recreation Program 
Coordinator, Cranberry Township Parks and 
Recreation 

Trees, Ticks, Ponds, & Poison Ivy: Risky Play 
(Part 1)  
Think back to your childhood - what were 
some of your favorite outdoor activities? One 
of the most natural parts of childhood is seek-
ing out risky play. Risk helps children grow; 
facing challenges, opportunities to succeed 
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and fail, encountering uncertainty and devel-
oping resilience. Through risky play, children 
can learn to face the uncertainty that life and 
our world may bring. 
Speakers: Sandi Vincenti - Director of Early 
Childhood Education, The Schuylkill Center for 
Environmental Education; Emily Harkness - Assis-
tant Director of Early Childhood Education, The 
Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education

THURSDAY, MARCH 19 2:45 - 4:00 PM 

Bringing the Healing Benefits of Nature into 
your Programming!  
This session is to address the need for additional 
knowledge in wellness and health-related tech-
niques that professionals can incorporate into 
their programming.  
Speaker: Tara Muenz - Assistant Director of 
Education, Stroud Water Research Center 

Utilizing Citizen Science Programs for 
Early Learners 
Do you want to engage young students in 
scientific data collection? This workshop will 
focus on how the multitude of Citizen Science 
Projects can be incorporated into an early child-
hood classroom, making your students real life 
scientists! We’ll learn about the associated apps, 
books and projects connected with Citizen Sci-
ence that can also be used by young children. 
Come learn how to get your students counting 
frogs, bats, fireflies and more! 
Speakers: Julie Travaglini - Education Program 
Director, Allegheny Land Trust 

Facility Management through Software 
& Technology 
A detailed presentation on the operations and 
facility management of the Herron Recreation 
and Fitness Center at California University of 
Pennsylvania. How the use of new software 
and technology is allowing the fitness center 
to go green. 

Speakers: Jamison Roth - Director of Recre-
ational Services, California University; Tom 
Hasbrouck - Assistant Director, California Uni-
versity of PA; Terry Carnathan - Coordinator of 
Informal Recreation & Wellness, Department of 
Recreation Services/California University of PA 

Wellness Goes Local in Neighborhood Parks  
Park programming has seen a sharp focus on 
fitness and health. The health of our environ-
ment is challenged by climate change, the 
health of our community is challenged by sys-
tematic problems of crime and social tension, 
and obesity is challenging the health of both 
children and adults. Good park design has a 
role to play in each of these aspects of human 
health. Presenters will showcase a variety of 
parks that are being designed to respond to 
these challenges in a very tangible way.  
Speakers: Lydia Kimball - Senior Associate, 
Floura Teeter Landscape Architects; Alice 
Storm Jones - Senior Associate, Floura Teeter 
Landscape Architects 

Tree-mendous Tree Trek  
Penn’s Woods offers great diversity in its 
forests. A short inside lesson showcases the 
importance of forest products to our culture 
with an emphasis on tried and trueactivities 
for classroom or group use. Then, “Porcupine 
Pat” leads participants on an interpretive na-
ture walk outside on the trails. Handouts and 
door prizes are offered. 
Speaker: Patrick “Porcupine Pat” McKin-
ney - Environmental Education Coordinator, 
Schuylkill Conservation District 

Dementia Care Rehabilitation Innovation: 
Research Supported Concepts, Tools 
and Approaches 
Technology supported engagement can drive 
successful care for those living with dementia. 
Until recently, evidence to support the efficacy 
of tech intervention for dementia care has been 
scarce as those individuals are often left out of 
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the equation since technology is typically seen 
as a tool for the cognitively intact. This session 
will offer new research and insights that will in-
form options, benefits, and pitfalls to avoid, as 
we share tools and methods that support care, 
regulatory compliance and outcomes, while en-
hancing resident, family and team satisfaction. 
Speaker: Carrie Chiusano - Executive Director, 
Dementia Care Center of Excellence, Presbyte-
rian SeniorCare Network 

Round Table- Preschool State Certification 
(Part 2) 
This Roundtable is meant to be a collaboration 
of experiences with the Preschool Certification 
challenge to Parks & Recreation Departments 
around the State of PA as it pertains to youth 
ages 0-Pre-K. Cranberry Township received a 
“Cease & Desist” letter from PA Dept. of Hu-
man Services for our Early Learning Center 
Program (Preschool) and was required to get 
certified. The RoundTable will provide infor-
mation on Cranberry Township’s experience 
of this process and include a transparent view 
of the entire ordeal, the process Cranberry 
Township followed to obtain certification, 
challenges with maintaining that certification 
and consideration of the new legislation.  
Speaker: Valerie Murphy - Recreation Program 
Coordinator, Cranberry Township Parks and 
Recreation 

Trees, Ticks, Ponds, & Poison Ivy: Risky Play 
(Part 2) 
Think back to your childhood - what were 
some of your favorite outdoor activities? One 
of the most natural parts of childhood is seek-
ing out risky play. Risk helps children grow; 
facing challenges, opportunities to succeed 
and fail, encountering uncertainty and devel-
oping resilience. Through risky play, children 
can learn to face the uncertainty that life and 
our world may bring.  

Speakers: Sandi Vincenti - Director of Early 
Childhood Education, The Schuylkill Center 
for Environmental Education; Emily Harkness 
- Assistant Director of Early Childhood Educa-
tion, The Schuylkill Center for Environmental 
Education 

Creating an Outdoor Loose Parts Playground 
(Part 2)  
Children today are not experiencing the 
amount of child-led, open-ended play that they 
need for healthy development, nor are they 
connecting to their natural world. Come learn 
about the benefits that loose parts have on 
children’s play and their connection to nature. 
You will also have the chance to experience a 
loose parts pop-up playground and learn how 
to organize and run your own. Perfect for Early 
Childhood Educators, camp staff, and other 
professionals who work with children. 
Speaker: Elizabeth Marcello - Director, Ly-
coming County Pop-Up Play 

Health Care Professionals Roundtable 
Park prescription programs are partnerships 
between park and recreation organizations 
and health care systems and hospitals. Health 
care professionals will discuss their Walk with 
a Doc, Get your Tail on the Trail, outdoor time 
prescription programs and more! Hear what 
information you need to start up a park pre-
scription program with a local health care pro-
vider in your community, including referencing 
your County Health Needs Assessment.  
Speakers: Jason Lang - Director of Parks and 
Recreation, East Goshen Township Parks and 
Recreation; Dr. Justin Schreiber - Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh; Kathy Paulik Ramson, 
DNP, RN, CCRN - Network Director, Healthy 
Living and Chronic Disease St. Luke’s University 
Health Network 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 20 8:30 – 9:45 AM

“Gone Fishing” Casting Away Disabilities 
Come and learn about the development of a 
unique inpatient rehabilitation outing program 
involving stroke, spinal cord and brain injury 
patients participating in the sport of fishing 
while returning to the community. See the 
adaptive fishing equipment used to help them 
overcome their disabilities and be able to  
effectively catch fish. Observe an actual fishing 
trip to the river and see the patient’s reactions 
when they catch “The Big One”.  
Speaker: Charlene Subrick - Physical Therapist, 
The Rehabilitation Institute Mercy Hospital 

Mythical Creatures and Real Life Features- 
Connecting History and Literature to Explore 
Environmental Education 
Bigfoot. The Loch Ness Monster. Unicorns and 
dragons. Mermaids and sea monsters. Could 
these mythical creatures really exist? Stories of 
these fantastic beasts have been told for cen-
turies and yet no evidence has been discovered 
to prove their existence...BUT does that really 
mean they don’t exist? Or could these tales 
simply be cases of mistaken identification? This 
session will provide tools, techniques and ideas 
to link various mythical and cryptozoological 
themes to support scientific study as well as his-
tory, literature and modern day popular themes.  
Speaker: Mary Grace Gorman - Rec Leader II, 
Grow Up Green Program, Philadelphia Parks 
and Recreation 

Lifeguard Recruitment & Retention 
On the lookout for lifeguards? So is every 
aquatic facility operator in Pennsylvania. There 
is a national lifeguard shortage and finding 
qualified candidates year after year stresses 
even the most seasoned aquatic’s profession-
al. Let’s face it, these are not your Grandpar-
ent’s lifeguards. Hiring and retaining talented, 
hard-working lifeguards in 2020 requires 

pre-planning, creativity, patience and good 
old-fashioned hard work. This session will dis-
cuss strategies for recruiting, training, moti-
vating and retaining a quality lifeguard team. 
Speaker: Tammy Agesen - Program Manager, 
Lancaster County Department of Parks and 
Recreation

Integrated Pest Management Plan Integration 
(IPMPI)  
The newly updated IPM for PA Schools: A 
How-to Manual, not only provides necessary 
resources for school and park managers, but 
also creates a leading thread for educators 
in formal and non-formal education venues 
to weave a curriculum fabric that covers the 
Environment & Ecology IPM Academic Stan-
dards plus many more. Join our session to 
learn about the development of an upcoming 
toolbox that is being designed to bring IPM 
concepts into the classroom with ease.  
Speaker: Tamara Peffer - Environment & Ecolo-
gy Content Advisor, PA Department of Educa-
tion/Executive Director of PA Advisory Council 
on Environmental Education; Michelle Nieder-
meier – Community IPM and Health Program 
Coordinator/PA Integrated Pest Management 
(PA IPM) Program, Department of Entomol-
ogy, College of Ag Science & Industry, Penn 
State University; Gilbert Myers - Environmental 
Education Specialist Program Supervisor, Of-
fice of Environmental Education, PA DEP 

What You Need to Know About Skateboarding  
Skateparks have been built in many large and 
small communities in Pennsylvania. While 
participation in skateboarding rises and falls; in 
many places skateboarders are underserved or 
misrepresented. The session will break down 
some of the misconceptions about skate-
boarding and help skaters and non-skaters find 
common ground. Our session will outline the 
types and styles of skateboarding. We will help 
people understand how many skateboarders 
are in their communities, how many skateparks 
they should have and how big they should be. 
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Speakers: Anthony J. Bracali - Vice President, 
The Goldenberg Group; Josh Nims - Operation 
Director, Schuylkill Development Corporation 

Fostering a Citizen-Centered Culture in 
Recreation & Leisure 
This interactive session will provide parks and 
recreation professionals with effective customer 
service techniques to foster a citizen centered 
culture in their workplace. While this session 
will take a deeper dive into aquatics safety and 
customer service standards, the techniques pre-
sented are applicable for all recreation leaders 
looking to better connect their citizens with a 
higher quality of life.  
Speakers: Tyler David Walker - Guest Relations 
Coordinator, Township of Upper St. Clair; Chris 
Biswick - Aquatics Supervisor, Township of 
Upper St. Clair 

Creating a Counselor-In-Training Program 
for Summer Camps  
A counselor-in-training (CIT) is an individual 
typically aged 13-15 who, classified as a volun-
teer, works at a summer camp. Among their 
duties, besides assisting with the campers, is 
to learn from counselors so one day they can 
be employed as such. There are numerous 
ways to form a program to guide and teach 
these young teens, but this session will show-
case a successful structure from interview to 
day-to-day responsibilities to post-camp sea-
son retention strategies for the following year.  
Speaker: Amanda Sekanic - Assistant Commu-
nity Programs Coordinator, Township of Upper 
St Clair 

PRPS Award Program Overview 
Each year, PRPS celebrates the individuals 
and departments that have best served their 
communities through exciting, innovative and 
impactful park and recreation efforts. In this 
session, the Awards Committee will discuss the 
program including the application process and 
its guiding POWER principle. The session will 

also include past award winners who will discuss 
why awards are important, and how they’ve ele-
vated their ability to serve their communities. 
Speakers: Jason Lang – Director of Parks and 
Recreation, East Goshen Parks and Recreation; 
Barry Bessler - Director of Policy and Compli-
ance, Philadelphia Parks and Recreation; Daph-
ne Klahr, Executive Director, Reading Recre-
ation Commission 

The Nature Explorers Backpack Collaboration  
This session will explore the collaboration be-
tween The Allegheny County Library Associa-
tion, Allegheny County Parks, Allegheny Land 
Trust and Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 
that led to the creation of the Nature Explorers 
Backpack Program. This program supplied over 
30 county libraries with backpacks equipped 
with nature exploration materials to get patrons 
outside and into their local greenspaces. 
Speakers: Julie Travaglini - Education Program 
Director, Allegheny Land Trust; Danielle For-
chette - Education Coordinator, Western Penn-
sylvania Conservancy; Elise Cupps – Youth Ser-
vices Coordinator, Allegheny County Library 
Association; Carrie Lane 

Where The Twain Shall Meet: Play Meets 
Standards 
In a world of high stakes testing where Math 
and Reading reign, it may seem easiest to 
defiantly write off academic standards all 
together and just reconnect children to nature 
authentically and creatively. However, with the 
increasing influence of the skills-based Next 
Generation Science Standards (NGSS), it is 
worth considering the value-added benefits 
that incorporating NGSS could bring to the 
realm of environmental education and nature 
play. Come for thought provoking discussion, 
engaging activities, and practical application!  
Speakers: Nate McKelvie - Middle School Sci-
ence Teacher, Milton Hershey School; Christie 
McKelvie - Director, Nature-Based Preschool 


